CHAPTER XI
HOMERIC DEEDS:   SHACKLETON IN THE ENDURANCE
SIR ERNEST SHACKLETON exercised great restraint in
recording his experiences on this expedition, knowing that
some of his adventures would seem almost incredible.   Since
the publication of his " South/' two of those who accompanied
him have substantiated, as well as amplified, his statements in books
of their own; and two others kept very full diaries that have been
used in the following account.
When the excitement that succeeded the Nimrod Expedition
had subsided, Shackleton was a " lion " of society with no need
to foster popularity, and he refused the request of the Conservative
Party to stand as a parliamentary candidate. Neither would he
permit the story of his expedition to be published in a " Hero "
series of books, for he hated to think that anyone should suppose
he was claiming to be a hero. Early in the year 1911 he became
infected with the virus of mercantile pursuits and nearly three years
were wasted on wild schemes that he thought would be short cuts
to prosperity.
The year 1912 was the Antarctic Annus Mirabilis1 and he could
no longer resist the call of the southern ice that had made him
famous. Thus he made up his mind in 1913 to lead another
expedition. Frank Wild had returned to London from Queen
Mary Land, more than willing to accompany his old " Boss"
again, and they spent a week-end on the Norfolk Broads together
discussing the new plans. Shackleton had been brooding over a
journey across Antarctica; the length of which, about 1,800 miles,
would make it the greatest polar journey on record. He an-
nounced his intention in " The Times " of December 29th, 1913,
and this brought 5,000 offers to accompany him, from which he
chose fifty-six men. Frank Wild, Aeneas Mackintosh, George
Marston, Ernest Joyce and Alfred Cheetham, old comrades of the
Nimrod, joined up again. Frank Hurley and Tom Crean had also
seen previous Antarctic service. Two new-comers are of interest:
Lieutenant F. A. Worsley, RJSLR., a sailor of fortune after
1 See Schedule No. 8, p, 294*
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